
A Woodland opera

Costumes | portal | puppet

JessiCa staton



initial notes for papageno and papagena.

images of birds that give the inspiration for papageno; 

head - WoodpeCker, torso - kingfisher, legs - Jay



papageno papagena



gretel hansel



Cinderella Carmen



first ideas for Woodland portal.

QuiCk sketChes of WilloW faCes.



sketChes for portal ideas.

plaited and braided WilloW portal testing multiple-strand braids With Wool.

sQuare portal With Coloured WilloW.



initial design for an embroidered Curtain for the portal.

all the parts of the design are forgotten Words that have been removed from Children’s diCtionaries.



photoshopped image of the forgotten Words design in 

gold on green velvet.



1:25 sCale model of the final portal design.

after disCussion With the rest of the team, We deCided on giant blubells 

and green ribbon dream-CatCher Weaving. the dream-CatCher also had 

giant dandelion seeds Caught in the ribbon.



1:25 sCale model of the final portal design.

the hoops Will split into seCtions so that they Can be transported more easily and 

assembled in multiple loCations.

the blubells Will be made from layers of organza so lights Can be hung inside 

them to light them if desired.

the blaCk hoops Will be made from metal or tough plastiC and the bluebell stalks 

Will be made from tWisted and shaped WilloW.
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Cad and teChniCal draWings of the portal struCture.



original ideas for the bird puppet. 

Considering other birds found in the Clonter Wood before Choosing magpie.

ideas on sCale of puppet and hoW many puppeteers Would be needed.



QuiCk initial sketCh for a proCession-style puppet.

Could be puppeteered by one adult or one adult and tWo Children if used in 

Workshops or interaCtive performanCes.

WilloW struCture Covered in Wet-strength tissue paper or fabriC.



QuiCk initial sketCh for a high-flying rod puppet.

flexible struts in the Wings and tail (made from fibreglass or Wire) so that the 

Wings and tail have a natural bounCe as the magpie flies.



design for the finished puppet inspired by papagena’s Costume.

pin tuCks over the Wings to eCho her shirt. pleated tail to matCh her skirt. ragged ribbon Wings.

the same fabriCs Would be used for papagena’s Costume and the magpie.



design for the finished puppet With a Wire frame and rag Covering.

rags Will give a more fluttering, dynamiC finish When the bird flies. fits With the folk style of 

the Costumes. Will use the same fabriCs for the rags as for papagena’s skirt.





full-sCale draWing of the magpie struCture. used as a base for making the Wooden 

spines and Wire frames.

polypropylene Wing feathers. sprayed blaCk and White as a guide for the fabriC Cov-

ering. originally, the Wing fabriC Was going to be attaChed more loosely so they Were 

sprayed more Carefully. hoWever, deCided the Wings needed to Contrast more to the 

rough body With the fabriC being attaChed muCh more smoothly.



making the magpie struCture. ply spines and tWisted Wire frame.

tying on the rags.








